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For over a century, Late Cretaceous fossil vertebrates have been intermittently collected
from the lower part of the Ojo Alamo Formation (Naashoibito Member = Ojo Alamo beds
[in part] of earlier workers). The first attempt to characterize the vertebrate fauna from

the Naashoibito Member was by Lehman, who dubbed the fauna the “Alamo Wash local
fauna.” Unfortunately, a few of the vertebrates listed by Lehman came from the underlying
De-na-zin Member (Kirtland Formation) and were erroneously included in the Alamo Wash
local fauna, due to their mistaken stratigraphic provenance. In an attempt to straighten out
the biostratigraphic occurrences of the fossil vertebrates (micro and macro) from both the
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Naashoibito and De-na-zin members, the State Museum of Pennsylvania launched an annual
field program in 1995 to resample these units in order to properly assess the taxonomic
composition of both stratigraphic intervals. As a result of this renewed investigation, we now
have a better understanding of the two faunal assemblages and have begun to redefine the
taxonomic composition of the “Alamo Wash local fauna” (AWIf). The AWIf includes fishes,
amphibians, lizards, at least seven species of turtles, crocodylians, dinosaurs and mammals.
The dinosaur taxa are especially noteworthy: the sauropod Alamosaurus sanjuanensis, the
nodosaurid Glyptodontopelta mimus, an ankylosaurid, a new ceratopsid, a new caenagnathid,
anew dromaeosaurid, a hadrosaurine, a lambeosaurine and a large tyrannosaurid, among
others. The age of the AWIf is “early” Maastrichtian, or “pre-Lancian” LVA, estimated to

be 69 Ma. Further study of the AWIf will allow for critical comparisons, both temporally
and geographically, to other vertebrate faunas from the Late Cretaceous Western Interior of
North America.



